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The International Society for Aero-
sols in Medicine (ISAM) promotes 
and advances aerosol science inter-
nationally, focusing on health 
effects of inhaled aerosols includ-
ing inhaled drug delivery for pre-
vention and treatment of human 
disease. ISAM designs and pro-
motes international scientific con-
gresses, symposia and workshops 
and builds research networks. 
Through our journal, The Journal 
of Aerosol Medicine and Pulmo-
nary Drug Delivery (JAMPDD, 
https://www.liebertpub.com/loi/
JAMP), newsletters, and webinars, 
ISAM fosters international coop-
eration, education and dissemina-
tion of new research results.

ISAM 2023 Congress
More than 250 scientists, phy-
sicians, regulators and engineers 
met for the 24th ISAM Congress, 
which was held August 26-30, 
2023 in Saarbrücken, Germany. 
In addition to more than 50 lec-
tures and 100 posters, there were 
meetings of networking groups 

and pre-conference workshops. 
Thanks to Claus-Michael Lehr 
and his team for the great orga-
nization, including a tour to 
the amazing Treetop Walk Saar-
schleife and the conference din-
ner, including an unforgettable 
concert with Claus-Michael’s 
band. We also would like to again 
thank all sponsors for their con-
tinued support. The Congress can 
be accessed at: https://isam.org/
page/2023-ISAM-Congress.

ISAM Board
The new ISAM Board was initiated 
during the 2023 Congress. The 
new board consists of President, 
Omar Usmani (UK), Past Presi-
dent Barbara Rothen-Rutishauser 
(Switzerland), President Elect 
David Cipolla (US), Treasurer 
Bernhard Müllinger (Germany) 
Secretary Phil Kuehl (US), with 
board members: Fabian Blank 
(Switzerland), Carsten Ehrhardt 
(Ireland), Cathy Fromen (US), 
Heidi Mansour (US) and Katha-
rina Schwarz (Germany). Repre-
senting the ISAM journal is editor 
Tim O’Riordan (US). With the 
attenuation of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the new board was able 
to conduct their first meeting in 
person in Saarbrücken.

Congratulations to the 
2023 ISAM Awardees
Also at the 2023 Congress, the fol-
lowing individuals were honored 
with key awards. The 2023 Career 
Achievement Award recognizes a 
senior investigator whose body of 
work demonstrates a lifetime of 

outstanding achievement in aero-
sol science and was presented to 
Kim Chan (Australia). The 2023 
Thomas T. Mercer Award, jointly 
sponsored by ISAM and the 
American Association for Aero-
sol Research (AAAR), is based 
on the achievement of excellence 
in the field of medicinal aerosols 
and inhalable materials and was 
presented to Chantal Darquenne 
(US). The 2023 Jurai Ferin Award, 
given to an ISAM member for 
their outstanding contribution 
to ISAM, was awarded to Sabine 
Häußermann (Germany). The 
2023 Young Investigator Award, 
presented to a scientist younger 
than 40 years old who has made 
significant contributions to the 
field of aerosols in medicine, was 
awarded to Hui Xin Ong (Aus-
tralia). The 2023 Willi Stahlhofen 
Award for outstanding experi-
mental research published in the 
JAMPDD was awarded to Conor 
Ruzycki (US). The 2023 Student 
Research Award, given to a student 
who has demonstrated outstand-
ing independent research in the 
field of aerosols, was awarded to 
Michael Neary (Ireland). The best 
oral presentation was awarded to 
Arunima Sengupta (Switzerland).

Congratulations to the 
2023 ISAM Fellows
The Fellow of ISAM Award recog-
nizes achievements, commitments 
and contributions to the Society as 
well as outstanding contributions 
in the field of aerosols in medi-
cine. At the 2023 ISAM Congress, 
four ISAM Fellows were awarded 
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To learn more 
about ISAM
To stay in touch with ISAM, 
become a member, or learn more 
about upcoming webinars or the 
Society, please visit the ISAM 
website: https://isam.org or con-
tact ISAM, GS Bio-Inhalation, 
GmbH, Wohraer Strasse 37, 
D-35825 Gemünden, Germany, 
Tel: +49 6453 5853036; office@
isam.com.

by Stephen Ehrmann and titled, 
“Inhaled Amikacin to Prevent 
Ventilator-Associated Pneumonia.” 
We encourage both early- and late-
stage career researchers to contact 
board member Katharina Schwarz 
(katharina.schwarz@item.fraun 
hofer.de) if you would like to share 
your current research or a snap-
shot of your career achievements, 
respectively.

and the recipients were Jim Fink 
(US), Barbara Rothen-Rutishauser 
(Switzerland), Jerry Smaldone 
(US) and Jeffry Weers (US).

ISAM 2025 Congress 
in Washington DC
The next ISAM Congress will be 
held June 22-25, 2025, in Wash-
ington DC, US at the College 
Park Campus of the University 
of Maryland. The local organiz-
ing committee includes Mariam 
Ibrahim, Gregg Duncan, Donna 
Konicek and Bing Li, with con-
ference presidents Cathy Fromen, 
David Cipolla and Lana Lyapus-
tina. The current focus is on iden-
tifying sponsors and exhibitors, as 
well as selecting presentation top-
ics and speakers for the following 
session topics: lung inflammation; 
new developments in PAH/IPF/
PH-ILD; bridging the formulation 
and device; MDI developments; 
preclinical efficacy models; AI 
and machine learning applications 
for aerosol research; and industry 
innovations. Several poster sessions 
and elevator talks will be selected 
from submitted abstracts. ISAM 
members can nominate speakers 
and topics through their working 
group chairs.

Collaboration with 
other societies
ISAM collaborates worldwide 
with many partner societies, such 
as the American Thoracic Society 
(ATS) and the European Respira-
tory Society (ERS). These activ-
ities include dual memberships 
with ERS, joint leadership meet-
ings or initiatives, and promoting 
ISAM with a booth at the annual 
ATS conference. We also support 
workshops and aerosol schools 
and are open to opportunities for 
collaboration and coordination of 
joint activities.

Webinars
As part of its mission to advance 
education, ISAM has been sharing 
three to four webinars each year. 
The first webinar of 2024 was given 


