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ISAM: 2025 highlights and a preview of 2026 activities

The International Society for
Aerosols in Medicine (ISAM) is
a globally active scientific society
dedicated to advancing aerosol
research and its medical applica-
tions. Its focus spans the health
effects of inhaled aerosols and the
therapeutic use of aerosol science,
particularly inhaled therapies and
pulmonary drug delivery.

Through its landmark congresses,
educational textbook and diverse
professional membership, ISAM
plays a central role in shaping
research, innovation and clini-
cal practice in aerosol medicine.
The society also promotes inter-
national collaboration, educa-
tion and dissemination of novel
research through the Journal of
Aerosol Medicine and Pulmonary
Drug Delivery JAMPDD), news-

letters and webinars.

Membership offers access to the
latest conference content, publi-
cations and educational resources,
as well as the possibility of dual
membership with the European
Respiratory Society (ERS). To
learn more, visit ISAM’s website:
www.isam.org

ISAM 2025 Congress

Approximately 250 students, sci-
entists, physicians, regulators,
industry affiliates and engineers
met near Washington, DC on
the University of Maryland Col-
lege Park campus for the 25th
Congress of ISAM, June 22-25,
2025. In addition to more than
50 lectures and 100 posters, there
were networking group meetings
and six preconference workshops.

For the first time, the congress
included “flash talk sessions.”
These were very well received and
enabled 35 primarily early-career
scientists to present their posters
on the main podium stage. The
conference presidents, Cathy
Fromen, David Cipolla and Lana
Lyapustina would like to thank
all the sponsors for their con-
tinued support and the attend-
ees for the lively discussions and
keen interest.

ISAM Board

The new ISAM Board was also
initiated during the congress. The
new board consists of President,
David Cipolla (US), Past Presi-
dent, Omar Usmani (UK), Pres-
ident Elect, Sabine Hiussermann
(Germany), Treasurer, Bernhard
Miillinger (Germany), Secretary,
Fabian Blank (Switzerland) and
board members Wilbur de Kruijf
(The Netherlands), Cathy Fromen
(US), Ulf Krueger (Germany),
Hui-Ling Lin (Taiwan) and Kath-
arina  Schwarz (Germany). The
ISAM journal is represented by its
editor, Tom O’Riordan (US). The
new board was able to conduct
their first meeting in person on

the College Park campus.

Congratulations to the
2025 ISAM Awardees

The following individuals received
key awards at the congress. The
2025 Career Achievement Award
recognizes a senior investigator
whose body of work demonstrates
a lifetime of outstanding achieve-
ment in aerosol science and was

presented to Jeff Weers (US). 'The

David Cipolla, PhD and Sabine Haussermann, PhD on behalf of ISAM

2025 Thomas T. Mercer Award,
jointly sponsored by ISAM and
the American Association for Aero-
sol Research (AAAR), is based
on the achievement of excellence
in the field of medicinal aerosols
and inhalable materials and was
awarded to Justin Hanes (US). The
2025 Jurai Ferin Award, given to
an ISAM member for their out-
standing contribution to ISAM,
was awarded to Barbara Rothen-
Rutishauser  (Switzerland). The
2025 Young Investigator Award
given to a scientist younger than
40 years old who has made signif-
icant contributions to the field of
aerosols in medicine was jointly
awarded to Jessica Oakes (US) and
Brandon Banaschewski (US). The
2025 Willi Stahlhofen Award for
outstanding experimental research
published in the JAMPDD was
awarded to Olaf Holz, et al. who
published their article, “Assessing
Human Lung Pharmacokinetics
Using Exhaled Breath Particles.”
The 2025 Student Research Award,
given to a student who has demon-
strated outstanding independent
research in the field of aerosols, was
awarded to Shruti Sawant (US).
The best oral presentation was

awarded to Emma Sudduth (US).

Congratulations to the
2025 ISAM Fellows
The Fellow of ISAM award recog-

nizes the achievements, commit-
ments and contributions to the
society as well as outstanding con-
tributions in the field of aerosols
in medicine. At the 2025 ISAM
Congtess, five ISAM Fellows were
awarded: Carsten Ehrhardt (Ire-
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land), Igor Gonda (Australia and
US), Bruce Rubin (US), Myrna
Dolovich (Canada) and Mike
Newhouse (posthumous).

ISAM 2026 Congress

in Taipei

The next ISAM Congress will be
held on July 13-16, 2026, in Tai-
pei, Taiwan, marking a signifi-
cant return to Asia after almost
three decades. The local organiz-
ing committee includes confer-
ence presidents Hui-Ling Lin,
Hsiao-Chi Chuang and We-Ren
Ke. The congress will take place
at the National Taiwan University
Hospital (NTUH) International
Convention Center. The current
focus is on identifying sponsors
and exhibitors and beginning to
select the session topics and speak-
ers. ISAM members can nominate
speakers and topics through their
working group chairs. Stay tuned
for updates on the ISAM website
about sponsorship, the scientific
program, registration, abstracts
and logistics.

Collaboration with
other societies
ISAM collaborates worldwide with

many partner societies, such as the
American Thoracic Society (ATS)
and the European Respiratory
Society (ERS). This includes dual
memberships with ERS, joint lead-
ership meetings or initiatives, and
promoting ISAM with a booth at
the annual ATS conference. In our
educational function, we support
workshops and aerosol schools,
and are open to opportunities for
collaboration and coordination of
joint activities.

Webinars

As part of its mission to advance
education, ISAM has been shar-
ing three to four webinars each
year. We encourage both early-
and late-stage career researchers
to contact board member Katha-
rina Schwarz (katharina.schwarz@
item.fraunhofer.de) if you would
like to share your current research

Copyright Whipsnade and Loophole, LLC

or a snapshot of your career
achievements. Also, be on the
lookout for a new podcast/video
series on ISAM Greats, covering
both the history of the ISAM con-
ferences and, separately, a Q&A
with notable ISAM members.

To participate

To stay in touch with ISAM,
become a member, or learn more
about upcoming webinars or the
Society, please visit the ISAM
website: www.isam.org or con-
tact ISAM, GS Bio-Inhalation,
GmbH, Wohraer Strasse 37,
D-35825 Gemuenden, Ger-
many, Tel: +49 6453 5853036;

office@isam.com.
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